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• 2015 is likely to break any known records for forced displacements

• one person in every 122 has been forced to flee their home

• in the first six months of 2015 Germany was the world's biggest recipient 
of new asylum claims – 159,000, close to the entire total for all of 2014 –
UNHCR
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• 2015 – a series of extraordinary European meetings dedicated to
solving the refugee crisis

• Apple of discord– ”compulsory quota” for refugees. The solidarity is
voluntary of compulsory? 3
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PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATION

• ”solidarity is required, but it is best for each Member State to

establish on its own how many refugees it can take. It is what is

called voluntary quotas.”

• ”Romania communicated in early July that it can receive 1 785

refugees”

• “Not their reception is complicated, but […] their integration into

society” (7 septembrie 2015)

• Romania voted against compulsory quotas at JAI Council from

September 2015 but it didn’t contested the result on a legal

basis 5
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Presidential administration

• ”We need to go to the roots of the crisis and have

a decisive intervention to the source of the crisis

– meaning Syria but not only in order to end this

conflict and bring back peace.”

• ”we must reinforce the support granted to the

safe areas from around the crisis zone,

meaning an increase support for countries such

as Jordan, Lebanon or Turkey, where there is a

great number of refugees”

• ”reinforce European Union external border”

• ”these „hot spots”, these centers must become

European centers”

• ”we have requested an integrated concept, in

order to approach the entire mechanism from

source to the country where the refugee who has

this right finally arrives” (24 September 2015)

Romanian government

• ”the solution on short and medium term is

based on the relations between EU, Turkey,

Jordan and the other countries sheltering

the biggest part of the refugees”

• ”the solution on the long term is fighting

against terrorism in Syria, the recovery of

the Syrian state structure and the support for

Syria’s rebuilding. From the diplomatic point

of view, Romania will join EU and USA’s

efforts concerning this long term solution”

• ” Russia’s intervention in Syria can not solve

the conflict, but on the contrary just to

aggravate it and to create new and new

sufferings for the civilian population” (5

October 2015)
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THE NATIONAL IMMIGRATION STRATEGY FOR THE PERIOD 

2015-2018

General policy objectives : 

• The promotion of legal migration for the benefit of all parties: the Romanian society, 

immigrants and their states of origin;

• Strengthening the legality of third-country nationals stay in Romania and the proper 

enforcement of removal and restrictive measures;

• Improving the national asylum system in order to improve legal standards and ensure 

compliance with national, European and international rules;

• Romania's active participation in the efforts of the international community and the European 

Union Member States in finding durable solutions for persons in need of international 

protection, and the social integration of third-country nationals. In this respect, the policy of 

social integration of third-country nationals is aimed at enabling persons who are resident or 

are domiciled in Romania to have baggage minimum knowledge and skills, mainly through 

Romanian language courses, programs of cultural orientation and counseling to enable them 

to access the services and social policies in conditions similar to those for Romanian 

citizens. (16 September 2015)
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ROMANIAN PARLIAMENT

• the principle of solidarity must be endorsed by the principle of voluntarism while 
the measures for burden sharing must be on a temporary basis

• democratic control over the envisaged measures

• the need for further impact studies

• draws the attention over the Ukrainian crisis– the risk of aggravation of the refugee flux 
from there (Decision no. 59 of June 30th 2015 of the Chamber of Deputies)

• ”considers that the decision concerning a transfer mechanism for international protection 
seekers should be adopted trough a search of consensus amidst the Member States”

• ”signals that it would be rational to search first of all solutions meant to avoid the 
perpetuation of a phenomenon that would jeopardize the existence of the Union in itself 
instead of mobilizing all the available resources for the creation of a permanent transfer 
mechanism”

• ”expresses reserves toward possible “financial sanctions” for the Member States that 
cannot take part to the transfer mechanism” (Decision no. 82/2015 of October 21st 2015 )
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ARGUMENTUM IN TERROREM

• ”Romania, in a profound moral crisis and in the incapacity to overcome the economic

recession, can offer the right to asylum only on an individual and selective basis”

• ”Romania, in its multi-secular historical tradition, can play a role of protector of the

Christians from Orient” (deputy PNL Andrei Daniel Gheorghe – political statement:

“European Commission Quotas„, 4 June 2015)

• ”The basis of the problem is the clash of two cultures. Never those from the Islamic

culture would adopt our European culture”

• ”Romania has a great pillar in its own Constitution, article 3 paragraph 4, which

stipulates that no foreign populations may be displaced or colonized on the territory of
the Romanian State. […] We are not in the Schengen Area, nor we do not for now to join

it very soon, so you can leave me be. The States don’t forget when they have been

mistreated, and Romania must not forget the way it was treated, concerning the

Schengen Area.” (Traian Băsescu, PMP president, 6 September 2015) 10



ARGUMENTUM AD POPULUM
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refugees/immigrants in Romania within the quota system envisaged by 

the European Commission (INSCOP, 2015)
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PARTIAL CONCLUSIONS

• the absence of a xenophobic/anti-refugees rhetoric at the official level

• internal difficulties in integrating the refugees 

• high oscillations of the citizens attitude toward the refugees issue/compulsory 

quotas

• the disappearance of this theme from the internal public agenda of the at the 

beginning of 2016

• short/medium term solutions v. long term solutions

• tensions in the relationship with the neighbors – see the case of Hungary 

• the Eastern crisis – unsolved issue – a possible impact upon the refugee crisis 

• joining/reforming the Schengen Area – unsolved problem 

• Are we ready for the arrival of the first refugees? 12



• Photo 1: Geopolitical Child Watching the Birth of the 
New Man, Salvador Dali, 1943, source: 
http://www.wikiart.org/en/salvador-dali/geopolitical-
child-watching-the-birth-of-the-new-man-1943

• Photo 2: The Blind Leading the Blind, Pieter 
Bruegel the Elder, 1568, source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pieter_Bruegel_th
e_Elder_%281568%29_The_Blind_Leading_the_Blin
d.jpg

• Mihai Sebe, Romania’s Stance in the Issue of the 
Refugee Crisis. Preliminary Observations, Institute 
of European Democrats, Brussels, 2015, 

• www.europeanpolitics.ro

• * The views and opinions expressed in this presentation are those 
of the author alone and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the European Institute of Romania.
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